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COLLECTION OF SOURCES FROM CHAZAL AND THE REBBEIM
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF GEMARA STUDY AND FINISHING A MESECHTA

A PERSON SHOULDN'T SAY HE'S
GIVING UP HOPE

A person should at least learn an entire
Meseches in a year......Even if he was
side tracked and didn’t learn, a person
shouldn’t say that he gives up hope,
because “nothing stands in the way of
repentance”.

(In the maamar that starts with the words

“On your walls...” 5638 (1878), part of this is
printed in the book “Hayom Yom” for the 18th

day of Adar 2.)

THE GREATNESS OF
LEARNING GEMARA

Abayei (ahead of ayeshiva) said, “Ishould
be rewarded because when I see a young
yeshiva student finish a Meseches I make
a holiday for the yeshiva students.”

(Shabbos 118:2)

The Rabbis learned in a Braisa, “When a
person learns Tanach, it should be done
on a part-time basis, thereby laying
the foundation for understanding the
Mishna and the Talmud properly;
otherwise they (the Mishna and
Talmud) can be forgotten. (In their

times the Talmud wasn’t written, nor
was it allowed to be written. However,
since over time the minds and hearts
became weaker, the later generations
began writing them (Rashi)).

Learning Mishna, however, is better
than learning Tanach, because the
Mishna comes to conclusions and will
even state briefly what the Halacha is.
But there’s nothing better than a person
who learns Talmud, (because he probes
deeply into the topic at hand and
resolves contradictions in the Mishna
and sees that both opinions can co-exist
under different circumstances. He also
understands the reasoning of each of
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shouldn’t say, I learned the laws and
it’s enough for me!” (In answer to this
trend of thought) The Torah teaches
us, “...This entire commandment...” (to
teach us) that this includes thelearning
of the laws, stories and Midrash, which
isthe Talmud, that explains the reasons
of the laws that are to be found in the
Mishnayos and Breisos.

(The Laws of Talmud Torah,
first chapter, Halacha 4)

AMOUNT OF LEARNING

A person has to divide his learning
time into three. One third should be
devoted to Tanach, the second third
for Mishna and the latter third for the
study of the Talmud which explains the
reasons for the laws in the Mishnayos,
Breisos and sayings of the Amoraim.
If a person doesn’t know the reasons
behind the laws, he doesn’t really
understand the laws as they should be
understood. Asaresult, he’s referred to

as an ignoramus... A third of his daily
learning time has to be occupied with
knowing briefly the reasons behind the
laws from the Talmud and the Poskim
(codifiers)...”

(Admor Hazaken, Laws of Talmud Torah,
chapter 5, Halacha 1)

IN ADDITION TO LEARNING
MISHNAYOS, ONE HAS TO
LEARN (GEMARA

It’s evident that the additional learning
of Gemara is a must to those already

LIST OF RESOURCES
TO AID IN GEMARA STUDY

The list below contains only phone numbers and websites that have a specific
section for Gemara shiurim, additional resources can be seen on our website.

Yagdiltorah.org/links

¢ Gemara shiurim (Yiddish)

718-467-5469 / kolavrohom.com

o Tzuras Hadaf and Gemara Shiurim in English,
Hebrew and Yiddish: E-Daf.com

+ Text shiurim by Rabbi Shusterman: beverlyhillschabad.com
+ Digital Text of Gemara: kodesh.snunit.k12.il
+ Gemara text with meforshim: Www.responsa.co.il
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the differing Tanaim. People will say
that such a person is indeed wise.
Therefore, they said in the Talmud
that nothing surpasses the learning of
the Talmud, because by doing so one
can understand the reasons for things
that were stated in the Mishna.”
(Rashi))

(Bava Mitzia 32:1)

A NICE HINT

From the time of the destruction of
the Temple, G-d’s presence is revealed
only in the 4 “amos” of the Jewish law
that is being studied. (The tractate
Brachos 8:1) Four times the numerical
value of the Hebrew word “ama”
(184) plus the numerical value of the
Hebrew word “Halacha” (60) adds up
to a sum total of 244, which has the
same numerical value of the Hebrew
word “gemara” (also 244).

(Likutei Levi Yitzchok Igros p. 411)

TALMUD WITH RASHI'S
COMMENTARY

The Tzemach Tzedek once asked
two of his grandchildren what they
learned recently. The grandchildren
responded, “The laws of one who

claims and the one being claimed”.
The Rebbe then told them, “What you

[T THEN BECAME KNOWN
TO ME THAT THE ALTER
REBBE HAD COMMANDED
THAT EACH AND EVERY
CONGREGATION AND
COMMUNITY OF CHASSIDIM
SHOULD LEARN THE
ENTIRE SHAS (TALMUD)
THROUGHOUT THE
DURATION OF A YEAR.
THEREFORE, EACH PERSON
WITHIN GROUP LEARNS THE
MESECHES HE INDIVIDUALLY
SELECTED, SO THAT BY THE
YEAR'S END, TOGETHER THEY
WILL HAVE COMPLETED THE
ENTIRE SHAS. ADDITIONALLY,
THEY LEARN A MESECHES IN
DEPTH, AND THIS SHIUR IS SET
FOR THREE TIMES A WEEK."

learned was only the condiments of
wisdom.” Torah learning is the study

of Gemara and Rashi.
(The book “Lishmoa Ozen” P. 47)
DAILY TORAH LEARNING

It’s not appropriate for a married man
to wear unsightly clothing, nor is it
appropriate for him to let a day go by
without learning from the Talmud.
“Spiritual  appropriateness”  and
“spiritual inappropriateness” have
to at least be like their material
counterparts.

(Sefer Hasichos 5700 (1940) p. 144)

GEMAR-ALEPH

Chassidim said, “The word Gemara
can be divided into two words, Gemar-
aleph. This means that learning
Gemara (Gemar) adds something,
so to speak, in G-d, who is The One
Above All”

(The book “Lishmoa Ozen” P. 210)

THE OBLIGATION TO LEARN
THE REASONS BEHIND
JEWISH LAW
“...Because if you will diligently keep

thisentirecommandment...”(Devorim
11:22). The Sages explained, “You
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]OIN THE YAGDIL TORAH EMAIL LIST TO RECIEVE OCCASIONAL REMINDERS ABOUT FINISHING YOUR MESECHTA AS WELL AS

INFORMATION ON NEW PROGRAMS, PUBLICATIONS AND SHIURIM. To JOIN CALL YAGDIL TORAH OR VISIT OUR WERBSITE.

learning Mishna.
(Igros Kodesh, volume 14, letter 5,182)

A story is told of the Rash’batz - one of
the greatest Chabad Chassidim and who
also merited to be the melamed (teacher)
of the Frierdiker Rebbe. He was not born
into a Chassidic family, however, he later
became a Chassid when he saw the truth
of the ways of Chassidus: “If I hadn’t
heard it with my own ears, I would never
believe that the Chassidim learn Gemara
in depth (bi'iyun), and that they have
genuinelogicwhen it comes toinnovating
new explanations (chiddushim) in Torah.
I was utterly amazed when I sat down
for the first time at the in-depth Talmud
shiur which the Chassidim held three

times a week.

WHEN YOU HAVE A MOMENT
TAKE A GEMARA

Our Sages said, (One of the questions
asked to a person after he passes away
is)“...Have you set times for learning
Torah...” Times in the plural form. The

reference here is to any free time a
person has from his job, he should stop
and study Torah. This obligation is in
addition to the obligation of learning one
chapter in the morning and one chapter
in the evening; any time a person has
that he is not working should be used
for the study of Torah. He shouldn’t be
devoted to side issues. He should only
be involved with the business and not
get caught up with side issues, such as
by saying I have to go to such and such
aplace. Instead, the second he has a free
moment, he should make the effort to
learn and he should take a Gemara. Even
though it’s only for a short time and soon
he’ll have to go to work, nonetheless he
should take a Gemara and learn whatever
he can.

(End of the maamar “Komti Ani Liftoach Lidodi”
5666 (1906) (additions on p. 572))

WHY DO WE ALSO HAVE TO
LEARN TALMUD?
Why do we have to also learn Gemara and

not only Mishna and the written law?
The answer to this question is simple.

Learning Gemara adds, explains and
reveals that which is hidden and alluded
to in the Mishna and Torah Shebichsav -
the written law.

(Igros Kodesh, volume 11, letter 3, 518)

THE ULTIMATE AND THE BIGGEST
MITZVAH

Nonetheless, my mind isn’t at ease with
what was said, because learning Gemara,
and all the more so learning the laws, is
the ultimate and the biggest mitzvah...
The actual learning of the laws and
the Talmud prepares the learner and
brings him closer to the fulfillment of
mitzvos...

(Igros Kodesh, volume 16, letter 6,059)

A UNIQUE GREATNESS IN
LEARNING TALMUD

Generally speaking, learning Torah is
a great thing. All the more so is it great
publicly and in numbers, especially the
learning of the Talmud.

(Igros Kodesh, volume 22, letter 8,628)

DETAILS ON YAGDIL TORAH’S

CHAVRUSA PAIRING PROGRAM

Learning Gemara is much more enriching when done with a Chavrusa.
Thanks to the Yagdil Torah Chavrusa Pairing Program finding a chavrusa is quite easy.

Simply call Yagdil Torah or fill out the form on Yagdil Torah’s

website www.YagdilTorah.org/chavrusa
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