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EXCERPTS FROM DERECH MITZVOSECHA, MITZVAS TIGLACHAS METZORA: THE MITVAH FOR A METZORA TO BE SHAVED

PART 1
IDLE MATTERS- IDLE CHATTERS

LEARN FrROM THE CASUAL
STATEMENTS OF TORAH SCHOLARS

To explain this concept and bring it closer to our
understanding: It can be clarified based on our Sages’
comment to the verse (Tehillim 1:3), “Whose leaf
never withers,” that even the ordinary conversation of
a Torah scholar must be studied. The Sages” ordinary
conversation can serve as a further analogy, enabling
us to understand the intent of the analogy of hairs. The
rationale is that because of the great divine wisdom that
aTorah scholar possesses, attention should be paid even
to the casual statements that he makes.

These reflect his excess intellectual energy, for they do
not come from the inner dimensions of his wisdom,
but from the external and excess aspects of his wisdom,
since they are mere conversation. Nevertheless, they
must be studied, and indeed represent actual Divine
wisdom, as Rabbi Shimon said (Sukkah, loc.cit.): “From
Rabban Gamliel’s ordinary conversation, I learned two
concepts.” These two concepts reflect G-d's will.

OUR CASUAL STATEMENTS ARE
Not As WORTHY
When, by contrast, a person who is not a Torah
scholar speaks casually, his words are considered idle
conversation. They represent the “soiled garments”
mentioned above which bring impurity upon one’s

G-dly soul by garbing it in these impure garments
instead of the holy garments of the Torah and its mitzvos
in which it is appropriate to garb it.

As Yoma 19b states: “One who engages in ordinary
conversation transgresses a positive commandment,
as it is written (Devarim 6:7): And you shall speak of
them’; ‘of them’ and not of idle matters.” This refers even
to a worthy person, learned in the Torah. Nevertheless,
he is not permeated by wisdom to the extent that even
his ordinary conversation comprises words of Torah.
Instead his ordinary conversation revolves around idle
matters. His excess intellectual energy is base, even
though his intellectual qualities themselves are positive
when he is not involved in mere conversation and
instead studies the Torah. With regard to a Torah sage, by
contrast, even his excess intellectual energy as expressed
in his ordinary conversation contains holiness.

STARTING OFF WITH SOME HUMOR
In this vein, the Zohar (I, 47b) relates that Rav
Hamnuna the Elder would make a comic remark to his
students before he began sharing words of wisdom. Now
his “comic remark” was not words of foolishness, Heaven
forbid, but rather the novelos of his wisdom, like the
ordinary conversation ofa Torah scholar. Similarly, Rabbah
would open his lessons with a witticism. The sages would
laugh and then he would begin the study of the passage
(Shabbos 30b). On the other hand, when an ordinary
person tells jokes, he is speaking utter foolishness.

PART 2
THE TRUE SOURCE OF PARNASSAH

INVOLVEMENT IN BUSINESS
AS A LAST RESORT

This is what is meant by the statement: ‘A person is
judged every day” Therefore, prayer and requests are
always beneficial. On this basis we can thoroughly
appreciate the reason business activity is necessary to
earn one's livelihood. For even if a person is judged
positively each day, and it is decreed that he will be
granted his livelihood, nevertheless, if he does not
involve himself in business activity, he will not receive
anything, as Rabbi Yishmael says (Berachos 35b):
“Follow the ways of the world.”

Moreover, although Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai differs
from Rabbi Yishmael, he differs only so that one will
be able to fulfill the mitzvah of knowing the Torah, as
he asks rhetorically (Berachos, loc. cit.): “What will
be of the Torah?” When one has already attained
knowledge of the Torah, he still has an obligation to
study continuously, as the Holy One, blessed be He,
told Yehoshua: “And you shall contemplate upon it day
and night”

Nevertheless, such a person is also obligated to involve
himselfin business activity to earn his livelihood. And if
he cannot earn an ample livelihood unless he occupies

«.CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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by the report.

The Rebbe’s son was very curious to find out the
course of events that had transpired, especially
since his father had repeatedly said that he couldn’t
do anything about the matter. The next time he
had to be in Vitebsk, Rabbi Shmuel told his driver
to detour to the house of that chassid.

The chassid was happy and honored to invite him
in. Rabbi Shmuel asked him to describe what had
happened on that day his son was supposed to
have been drafted.

“Nothing special,” answered the chassid.

Rabbi Shmuel requested that he ask his wife
the same question, and she too said she didn't
remember that anything unusual had taken place.

“Wait a moment!” she then exclaimed. “I do
remember something. I'll tell you.

“That very day, a poor person came to the house

and asked us to give him something to eat. At first
we told him that we were so worried about our
son who was going to be drafted that day that we
really couldn’t deal with him. But then he pleaded
with us: it had been a long time since he had eaten
anything at all and he was starving, and how
could it be that a Jew did not have time or food for
another Jew who was so hungry! We realized our
mistake and served him a huge meal, from what
we had prepared to be a special farewell meal for
our son. None of us had the appetite to eat anyway,
because we were so upset. Then..”

At this point Rabbi Shmuel interjected, “Thank
you, I heard enough. Everything is clear now”

TaE CLIMB

Looking out the window one day, Rabbi Schneur

Zalman of Liadi noticed his young grandchild, the
seven-year-old Menachem Mendel,1 playing in
the yard with his friends. The children had leaned
a tall pole against a building and were competing
with each other as to who could climb the highest.
The Rebbe noticed that the young Mendel was
the only one to succeed in reaching the top of the
pole, while all the others retreated well before the
halfway mark.

Later, he asked his grandson: “Tell me, Mendeleh,
how did you succeed in climbing higher than all

your friends?”

The child replied: “Everyone kept on looking
down to see how high they have climbed, and fell
back in fright. But I looked only up, concentrating
on how much higher I still have to go”

Reprinted with permission from The Judaism Website -- Chabad.org
Sharewith your friends, colleagues and family about any Jewish topic
or more about the Tzemach Tzedek @ www.chabad.org/k2226.
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THE LAMB IN THE PI1T
By Yossy Gordon

A group of Chassidim were once sitting together
at a Chassidic gathering in the town of Lubavitch
when one of them was summoned to see the
Rebbe of that time, the “Tzemach Tzedek.” The
Chassid hurried into the Rebbes chamber and
then was not seen for days.

Over that time, his friends were wondering what
happened to him. When he finally showed up,

they pressured him to reveal where he had been.
Said the Chassid:

“When I entered the Rebbe’s room, he told me
to travel to a certain village where a notoriously
cruel anti-Semitic landowner lived and deliver
the following message: “The Rebbe said that it is
already time to repent. Apparently, the landowner
was a renegade Jew.

I was afraid to go because this landowner
employed armed guards. Furthermore, his palace
was surrounded by vicious dogs that would surely
attack and even kill without hesitation. When 1
mentioned my fears to the Rebbe, he entrusted
me with a kabbalistic formula which he told me to
keep in mind while on the landowner’s property.
The Rebbe assured me I would be protected, so I
set off.

“Upon arriving at the landowner’s estate, 1
thought of the prescribed formula and entered
the landowner’s palatial home without difhiculty. I
was amazed how the guards and their dogs totally
ignored me. I proceeded straight to the owner and
delivered the Rebbes message. The landowner’s
face changed as if he had just been roused from
sleep. He answered, Yes, yes, I hear what you are
saying. I promptly turned around and headed
straight back to Lubavitch. As soon as I got out of
danger, I immediately forgot the incantation.”

Over the following days, news spread that the anti-
Semitic landowner had mysteriously disappeared.
Despite great efforts to locate him, he was nowhere
to be found. The Jewish community breathed a
sigh of relief.

Meanwhile, a man dressed in tatters arrived in
Lubavitch. He stayed in the synagogue and spent
all his time in prayer and study. No one knew his
identity, but some quietly suspected that he was
the missing landowner.

Elderly Chassidim respectfully approached the

Tzemach Tzedek with a question: “Please, tell us
Rebbe! If you have the ability to stir such a Jew
to repentance, what about us? We, who spend so
much time with you and try so hard to improve,
why don't we find it easier to repent?”

The Tzemach Tzedek answered: ‘Imagine a
shepherd tending to his flock. If he were to run
after every sheep that strayed nearby, he would
very quickly run out of energy. Instead, he stands
in one place and calls to these wandering sheep or
throws something in their direction to bring them
closer. But if one of his flock falls into a deep pit or
strays so far that it cannot return on its own, then

the shepherd must go and bring it back.”

HyprPoOCRISY

Among the chassidim of the Tzemach Tzedek,
was a businessman whose dealings took him to
the business centers of the large cities of Russia,
as well as to several foreign capitals. As time went
by, he became increasingly uncomfortable in
these environments with his long black coat and
chassidic hat. Gradually, he adopted a more secular
mode of dress on his business trips. Of course, he
continued to travel to his Rebbe in traditional

chassidic garb.
Then, one day he appeared in Lubavitch in his

businessmans attire. “Rebbe,” he announced, “T've
decided to put an end to my hypocritical behavior.
This is how I dress on all my travels—so why delude
myselfand others with my chassidic clothes?”

“Reb Yankel,” said the Rebbe. “Do you think that I
was not aware that you dress differently in Leipzig
and Paris than you do in Lubavitch? But I thought
that here you showed us your true self, and there
you were the hypocrite ...

A PLATE OF FOOD
By Yerachmiel Tilles

The Jews of Vitebsk, if you want to know the truth,
at the time were known not to be generous givers
to charity. When money needed to be raised for
a worthy cause, it was no simple matter to extract
hard currency out of them without applying a
good deal of pressure. To their credit, however,
it must be said that the Vitebskers could always

be counted on to provide food for the hungry;
indeed, the Talmud states that giving ready-to-
eat food is greater than giving money to charity
because it provides immediate relief, while the
benefit of money is indirect.

One day a chassid from Vitebsk came to see
the Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch.
He told the Rebbe that his only son was about
to be drafted into the Russian army. Previously,
only-sons were exempted automatically, but
this year there was a new, tough policy and their
precious child was in danger. “Please, Rebbe,” he
entreated, “help us, save us”

Rabbi Menachem Mendel shook his head sadly:
“I'm sorry, I cannot help you in this matter”

The chassid pleaded and cajoled every way he
could think of, but the Rebbe’s answer remained

the same, “I cannot help you.

This chassid happened to be close with the Rebbe's
youngest son (and eventual successor) Rabbi
Shmuel - the only one of the Rebbe’s seven sons
who still lived in Lubavitch. When he left the
Rebbe’s room, he hurried directly to call on Rabbi
Shmuel and told him his problem. Rabbi Shmuel
promised that he would do his best to influence his
father, but when he went to the Rebbe and spoke
on the chassid’s behalf, he too was told, “I cannot

help him atall”

Two days before the draft was to take place, the
chassid sent a representative to plead his case with
the Rebbe once more, but again the Rebbe insisted
there was absolutely nothing he could do.

Shortly thereafter, the Rabbi Menachem Mendel
summoned his son to his study and asked him
to bring a Midrash Tanchuma. The Rebbe leafed
through it to the week’s reading of Mishpatim, and
showed his son section 15 there, concerning the
verse, “If money you will lend” (Exodus 22:24):

Says the Holy One, blessed be He: "A poor person
was struggling for his life, to escape starvation, and
you gave him a coin and saved his life. I promise that
Twill pay you back a life for a life’: If tomorrow your
son or daughter will be seriously ill or in any life-
threatening situation, I will remember the good deed

that you did... and Iwill repay you a life for a life. "
Rabbi Shmuel was perplexed. What did his father
have in mind in showing him this passage?

A few days later, the news reached Lubavitch that
the chassids son had been released, and for no
apparent reason. The Rebbe was visibly delighted
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EXCERPTS FROM DERECH MITZVOSECHA ( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

himself substantially in business, it is sufficient for him
to study one passage of Torah Study in the morning
and one passage in the evening, as Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai himself states in Menachos, ch. 11. Rabbi
Yishmaels view is accepted as halacha by Rambam and

the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 156).

G-D’s INFLUENCE CONCEALED

IN THE PHYSICAL
Similarly,inarelevant context, Niddah 70b quotes Rabbi
Yehoshuaas saying: “One [i.e, business activity,] without
the other, [i.e, prayer,] isnot sufficient.” The rationale can
be explained on the basis of the explanations above [in
sec. 2] - that the influence that is drawn down into this
world must descend from level to level until it becomes
enclothed in a thick garment, so that from it, there can
come into being material kindness - i.e. the benefits of
our physical world.

For this, a person is judged every day. This reason is

ELCHONON (GEISINSKY
TAX SERVICES

also the motivating factor for a persons need to involve
himselfin business activity, for the influence that enters
our world must pass through the garments of nature.
G-ds influence becomes enclothed, hidden, and
concealed until it appears that the world follows its own
independent pattern, conforming to the natural order.

In truth, everything comes from G-d, in His glory and
His essence, but He conceals His G-dly influence so
much that on a revealed level, the daily flow of events
does not appear miraculous or beyond the natural
order. Instead, it appears as if everything is natural.

RECEIVING SUSTENANCE IN A
SEEMINGLY NATURAL WAY
For example, when G-d grants sustenance to a Jew to
satisfy his needs, He does not grant it to him through
a miracle: manna does not descend from heaven, nor

the present age, He sends his blessings in a way that
enables a person to earn profit through commercial and
business activity.

Now the profit he makes through his business activity
comes about through natural means. Thus it is possible
for him to say, “It was my strength and the power of my
hand thatachieved this wealth for me,” and “My wisdom
stood by me”” He may think: My business knowledge,
knowing what to buy and when to sell and the like, was

what brought about the profit.

In truth, however, it is written (Koheles 9:11): “Bread
will not accrue to the wise,” but instead to one whom
G-d will decree and ordain his blessing, Through His
providence, He ordains who will be poor or wealthy;
He lowers and He raises the status of people at will
Nevertheless, He grants His influence through the

does bread or meat, as was the case with regard to natural order alone.
the Jews in the desert. That was unnatural. Instead, in
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